Nate Bennett-Fleming for Shadow Representative Questionnaire 


Discuss what you have done or will do to work collaboratively with other elected officials on issues important to the Latino community.

My collaborative work with the Latino community stems from my experiences

working with the La Raza Law Students organization and the La Raza Law Journal at

the University of California, Berkeley. As a member of the La Raza Law Students

Association, I learned how to use the law to enhance the cultural, economic, political,

and social vitality of diverse communities. La Raza was a key member of the

Coalition for Diversity at Berkeley, which seeks to build solidarity amongst

progressive organizations to bring transformative change on the local, regional, and

national level. I hope to put together a similar coalition built around D.C.’s fight for

self-determination. This coalition must partner with other progressive organizations,

such as the DC Latino Caucus to work on our goals of common concern. 

      With La Raza I worked on a Workers’ Rights Clinic with Centro Legal de la Raza, participated in Latina/o Heritage Month events, and worked with the East Bay La Raza Lawyers Association. Stemming from this experience, I have sought to reach out to the DC Latino Caucus in order to strengthen our ability to address issues that are important to the Latino community. I have also participated in symposiums to bring together law and other students, with professors, lawyers, activists and other community members to learn about and discuss current issues affecting the Latina/o community. 

I worked closely with the Editor of the La Raza Law Journal. The Journal was established to provide a forum, which previously did not exist, to analyze legal issues affecting the Latina/o community. Previous issues have addressed bilingual education, affirmative action, immigration law, labor law and policy, voting rights, community empowerment, new models of organizing labor, rural communities, and Latina/o Critical Legal Theory.

This relationship allowed me to learn about the issues impacting Latino community from the staff of one of the few law reviews in this country dedicated to Latina/o communities, conditions, and identities.

My efforts to win greater self determination for D.C. residents impacts the core issues of the DCLC: I plan to build a coalition organizing around the following issues of concern.

Equal Political Representation:  Self Determination gives us Equal Political Representation. The ability to determine our own affairs will increase our ability to effectively advocate for the issues that we care about such as  Justice in Housing ,Equal Access to Healthcare, Free and Appropriate Education, Equal Employment Opportunities, and  Safe Communities.

Describe what your policy agenda would be, including ways you would improve the economic and social condition of Latinos and their families, if elected. 

If elected, my main goals will be to improve the economic and social conditions of all Washingtonians, with a special focus on those who are disenfranchised. Statehood would bring first class citizenship to the residents of Washington D.C. and over 2 billion dollars to our local economy, which can be used to make investments in housing, economic development, education, and jobs. Achieving equal rights for D.C. will do much for D.C.’s disenfranchised communities. My goals for strengthening the movement for Statehood are the following. In first generation Latino-American families, achieving full first class citizenship will put them on par with American families in the 50 states.

 1) to increase participation in the  D.C. equal rights movement from the residents of Washington D.C. 

- Push the DC Government to increase visibility of DC's lack of voting rights in the city (i.e. billboards, larger presence on the Website, putting a script about Voting Rights on all material produced by the DC Government, etc.)
- Engage DC's Youth in the movement by encouraging their participation, providing training, and organizing accessible events to capture their attention.
- Build a comprehensive DC Statehood Website


2) to conduct an aggressive and consistent advocacy campaign to members of Congress and State Legislators

- Comprehensive State legislative advocacy strategy
- Top Notch Congressional Advocacy Operation supplemented by hiring the Top Advocacy Groups in Washington D.C.
- Direct Grassroots Action to show the strength of Our Movement
- Develop a stronger Political Action Committee to donate and support elected officials who are committed to our cause

.

3) to build a true national movement for D.C. equal rights by strengthening our coalition of support and organizing college and university students across the country.

- Partner/coalition with DC Equal Rights Community to build/fund a national media campaign (TV Commericals, Mailings, and Internet Advertising)
- Engage Non-Traditional Media outlets to educate and to build the movement.
- Reach out to celebrities and notable to bring attention to our cause.
- Establish a DC Equal Rights Advisory Board with activists, professors, and business leaders to get some establishment support for our efforts.
- Develop a National College/Student Based Network for DC Equal Rights
- We must establish legal focus groups to win the constitutional arguments regarding Equal Rights and Statehood.
- We must use the judicial system to gain victories when necessary.
- We must be prepared legally to protect the victories we make.

I will build the Local Movement for Equal Rights:

In the short term, I will organize a summit with various groups, individuals, and elected officials involved with the statehood movement. The goal of the summit will be to agree on an agenda to move forward in our fight for D.C. equal rights. I hope to listen to the citizens in order to gain input and buy in on any path that we should take to move forward. It is my hope that we can work to draft resolutions and/or legislation to pursue in the next Congress and Council Legislative Sessions. Another goal for this summit should be re-establishing a Special Committee for Statehood in the D.C. City Council. 

I will also organize a series of activities to engage members of the Congress once the midterm elections are over. We will plan a welcome event for new Congressmen, call in days, direct action lobbying to targeted members, and a march on the Capitol. These activities must include D.C.’s youth and elderly community. I will hold regular coffee meet and greets, happy hours, and open community stakeholder sessions to educate the public, to gain consensus, and to serve as a hub for activity in the D.C. equal rights movement. 

I will build a true National Movement for D.C. equal rights.

I will start campus organizations colleges, universities, law schools, and graduate schools throughout the country. Using online organizing, we will train campus coordinators to 

I suggest that we build a coalition in order to fund a national cable TV advertisement campaign. In addition, we should use internet advertising, radio, and social networking in order to get our message out. Establishing an advertising relationship with the Washington Post will do much to get our message out to a wide body of policy makers and citizens. Similarly, we should advertise in Capitol Hill papers such as Roll Call and The Politico. 

 I will maintain an interactive website that will have online organizing tools in order to engage and educate supporters of our movement outside of the United States.  Part of the reason that we have not been successful is due to our government’s lack of investment in the movement. 
What is your position on DC implementing the secure community program, and what is your position on comprehensive immigration reform. 

I do not believe that DC should implement the secure community program, in that it is clear that the Mayor’s Memorandum states that the District "shall make no inquiry, direct or indirect, about citizenship of US residency status unless federal or District regulations and judicial decisions require that inquiries be made to determine eligibility for benefits." Implementing the safe community program will lead to inquiries being made for a punitive basis, not for the allocation of benefits. As such, the program is outside of the guidelines established by the Mayor’s Memorandum. 

Furthermore, the lack of trust between the Latino/a community and the police will do much to erode community policing efforts. This will lead to more unreported crime, which will undermine safety in affected communities. 


Finally, immigration policy is a federal issue, which should not be ad-hocly taken up by local law enforcement. Local enforcement leads to disparities, inequalities, and discrimination, which is counter to the purposes of any regulation. I support legislation that will stop the implementation of the Secure Community Plan.

I am in favor of comprehensive immigration reform, including a path towards citizenship for immigrants who are currently in America. I believe that the immigration debate is a not-so subtle xenophobic and racially based discussion that harms the fabric of our society. As an African-American, I identify with disenfranchisement, and I hope that if elected, I can serve as a voice in the African-American community advocated alliances and support for our Latino/a brothers and sisters. I believe disenfranchised groups must stand together in solidarity, which the African-American community has not done as effectively as possible. It is my hope that my relationship with the DC Latino Caucus can catalyze greater local, regional, and national support for the immigrant rights movement. I believe that causes of justice and freedom, such as the movement for DC Equal Rights/Statehood and the Immigrant Rights Movement, should collaborate as much as possible to strengthen the resources and resolve of both movements. I hope to engineer such a collaboration as your Shadow Representative. 

