1. Discuss what you have done or will do to work collaboratively with other elected officials on issues important to the Latino community.

I have worked and continue to work to make my community and ultimately our city a better place to live. I have done an excellent job of working with elected officials, federal partners and agency representatives to address quality of life issues in my community. As a result, all of my neighbors including my Hispanic neighbors enjoy a more vibrant and safer community. 
I believe all neighbors regardless of race or ethnicity deserve the opportunity to obtain a quality education, have safe streets and the opportunity to own a home. All persons benefit when our city’s infrastructure is strong and there is equal access to resources. I have worked for the past four years with the U.S. Department of Commerce to ensure that members of the Hispanic community are represented in population studies. I received monetary rewards in part for garnering the trust and participation of my Latino neighbors. 
I will continue to work with our elected leadership to ensure that the voices of the Latino community are amplified along with the voices of every resident of the District of Columbia. We are stronger when we are united for common goals. I believe we need more representation from the Latino community in District Government; I have worked and will continue working with the leadership to bring the goal to full fruition.
2. Describe what your policy agenda would be, including ways you would improve the economic and social condition of Latinos and their families, if elected.  

I have supported and will continue to support English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction in our schools to help educate Latino children and youth. Education is the foundation that facilitates access to resources and a better life and we must educate all children and youth to prepare them accordingly. I will continue to advocate for no cost literacy programs for adults because an education gives you the power to achieve more. I pledge to actively support programs that foster diversity, including fair housing provisions that give all persons, including Latinos equal access to home ownership.
3. What is your position on DC implementing the secure community program, and what is your position on comprehensive immigration reform.
I believe every person in every neighborhood benefits when public safety is a priority. When criminals are allowed to rob, kidnap and kill without appropriate intervention we cannot reach our potentials as individuals. Unchecked criminality weakens neighborhood infrastructure. I support coordinated information sharing that allows law enforcement personnel to identify persons that have violated the law and have entered the U.S. illegally. Violent MS-13 gang members are present in at least thirty-five states, committing such crimes as gang rape, torture, murder and money laundering and drug trafficking. Information-sharing between law enforcement personnel to identify and deport violent criminals that may use false names is useful in protecting the public.

I do not support any effort that would seek to question the immigration status of any person if the individual has not committed a violent crime. I believe protections against unreasonable search and seizure should apply to every person in the U.S. 

I   support comprehensive immigration reform, which will restore a more humane approach to securing U.S. borders while helping undocumented immigrants. The provisions to help undocumented individuals convert their status to legal immigrants are reasonable. I believe it is tragic when families are torn apart when undocumented parents are deported, leaving their U.S. born children behind. Immigration reform will protect the rights and dignity of immigrants by eliminating unreasonable search and seizure provisions. Courts should have the ability to monitor the practices of law enforcement agencies for compliance with immigration provisions. 
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