Ward 1 Council Member Jim Graham 

Latino PAC talking points

Thursday June 24, 2010


1. Discuss what you have done or will do to work collaboratively with other elected officials on issues   important to the Latino community.

Since, I was elected in 1998 – I knew the importance of Latinos to Ward 1 the services needed for this community – I’ve worked vigorously in collaboration with the council and Mayors Williams and Fenty

 in different important issues in the Latino community, 

· Year after year I have fought substantially increases the budget for the Office of Latino Affairs.
·  In 1999 I introduced legislation and authored health insurance coverage for immigrant children without regard to their immigration status. 

· I convened the first District Council hearing conducted entirely in Spanish. 

· I Held hearings on discriminatory treatment of Hispanics at the La Casa Shelter.

· In 2004 authored the language Access act.
· I supported the award of EOFULA grants to programs supporting Spanish-Speaking Seniors

· PROUrbanYouth- Established Positive Resources and Opportunities for Youth (PROUrbanYouth) in 2002 in response to a drive-by shooting at Garfield Terrace in which 6 children were wounded.  PROUrbanYouth is designed to provide summer youth employment for youth that typically do not participate in the Department of Employment Services Summer Youth Employment Program.  These youth include gang and crew members, immigrant youth, and young people that have dropped out of school and are disconnected from government services and community based programs.  In fiscal year 2009, PROUrbanYouth employed over 700 young people in partnership with 20 Ward One community based organizations
·  I helped secure a lease for Carlos Rosario International School, now located at their state-of-the-art facility on the corner of 11th and Harvard Streets, NW.
· I worked with small business to provide money to FACADES program on; 1400 block Park Rd. NW 14th St. Corridor, Mt. Pleasant and Columbia Rd.   
· I Hired Latinos to top jobs in my office and my committee, Last year; I had Latinos the highest ranked on the DC Council.
· Fought for Latino tenants: low income housing including Las Marias, 1458 Columbia Rd NW; 1418 W St NW; 1433 Columbia Rd NW and many others.

· 2007 I received the keys to city of San Salvador, El Salvador.  
2. Describe what your policy agenda would be, including ways you would improve the economic and   social condition of Latinos and their families, if elected.

Answer: I will continue to give my 100% support to Latinos issues as my track record shows.
3. What is your position on DC implementing the secure community program, and what is your position on comprehensive immigration reform.

Answer: I’ve introduced legislation to stop Secure Communities from being implemented in the District of Columbia.   
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