1. Discuss what you have done or will do to work collaboratively with other elected officials on issues important to the Latino community.

 I have worked with the Latino community over the years to secure appropriate access to all city services.  As Director of the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations & Services I initiated the use of a Department of Parks and Recreation Plaza Park to house a Latino Bazaar & Food Court. As Director of Parks & Recreation I followed through on this initiative and signed a memorandum of understanding with the Market vendor to establish the Bazaar & Food Court.  As a former Metropolitan Reserve Police Officer with the Gay & Lesbian Liaison I support and will continue to be an advocate for the Hispanic Liaison Unit. I support community policing and believe that units such as the Hispanic Liaison Unit provided a critical community engaging component that helps prevent and fight crime. I support the Office of Latino Affairs and would work with the community to explore and find ways to strengthen the Department. As Director of Parks and Recreation I worked with the Office of Latino Affairs to establish “Friday Night Soccer” at the Columbia Heights Recreation Center and during the devastating Mt. Pleasant fire – I opened the Department of Parks and Recreation Headquarters for immediate shelter and then opened the Columbia Heights Recreation Center for shelter and needs assessment.  

2. Describe what your policy agenda would be, including ways you would improve the economic and social condition of Latinos and their families, if elected. 
I will continue to support the Latino community in every way. I am committed to hiring a person on my Council staff who will work with the community on issues of housing, employment, immigration and health. I am committed to maintaining a strong Office of Latino Affairs and a vibrant Latino Liaison Unit in the MPD. I will work to bring additional English as a Second Language (ESL) programs to the community and to make sure that school reform is effective for the Latino children in DC Public Schools. That we have appropriate funding for health clinics in the Latino community and that all agencies have interpreters and that their employees receive diversity training. 
3. What is your position on DC implementing the secure community program, and what is your position on comprehensive immigration reform. 
I do not support participation by the Metropolitan Police Department in the “Secure Communities” Program.  I believe that participation in such a program counters community engagement and community policing efforts.

I am supportive of a comprehensive immigration reform bill that provides for illegal aliens a way to become US Citizens. I believe that children of illegal aliens should not be deprived of services either education or health services while the issues relating to their parents are resolved. We must be a welcoming country. We are a nation of immigrants and this nation was built on the backs of those immigrants. We must continue to have a way for those seeking a better live in the United States to come here and build their lives.  
