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 Submitted to the DC Democratic State Committee 

By: Chan Téi DuRant, DC Young Democrats and Oralia Puente, DC Democratic Latino Caucus  
May 6, 2010 

 
WHEREAS, The District of Columbia is a culturally and ethnically diverse community which 
respects the rights of every individual present within its boundaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, the topics of immigration reform, border security, and state and federal 
cooperation on immigration concerns are of great importance to state and local government 
entities; and 
 
WHEREAS, border security is critical to the safety, quality of life, and economic prosperity of 
the United States-Mexico border region; and,  
 
WHEREAS, enactment and enforcement of immigration laws is neither a state nor local 
responsibility and state and local agencies do not have the training or expertise to enforce 
immigration laws; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of state and local law enforcement should be to serve and protect 
the residents of the city, county and the state from criminal activity and to provide recourse to 
the victims of crime; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the federal government to adopt and enforce fair and 
humane immigration laws which ensure the preservation of individual civil rights guaranteed 
by the United States Constitution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Arizona Legislature and Governor Jan Brewer passed and signed Senate Bill 
1070 (Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhoods Act), criminalizing the mere 
presence of undocumented immigrants and requiring all local law enforcement to investigate 
a person’s immigration status where there is reasonable suspicion that the person is in the 
Country unlawfully, regardless of whether that person is suspected of a crime; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1070 fundamentally violates constitutional rights and human rights 
guaranteed by the United States Constitutions by encouraging racial profiling; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the enforcement of Senate Bill 1070 will break the trust of the immigrant 
community with their local police and sheriff's departments by creating a climate of fear and 
the persecution of immigrants that will lead to the nonreporting of crimes and an increase in 
criminal activity against immigrant victims; and, 
 
WHEREAS, legislation such as Senate Bill 1070 will create an additional financial burden on 
state and local law enforcement entities and distract them from their mission to serve and 
protect local communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, The District of Columbia has been, and remains, committed to the protection of 
civil rights, liberties, and security for all peoples as expressed in the United States 
Constitution and District of Columbia laws. 
 



Therefore LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the District of Columbia Democratic State Committee:  
1. Is in full support of DC Council Resolution “Sense of the Council Arizona Divestment 

Resolution of 2010” 
2. Publically denounces the enactment of the anti-immigrant Senate Bill 1070 and 

expresses its abhorrence to the officials of the State of Arizona who supported its 
enactment and urges its immediate repeal; and 

3. Will oppose any attempts in the District of Columbia Legislature to shape immigration 
policies or to create state laws and regulations that foster racial profiling or 
discrimination based on race, sex, ethnicity or national origin and attempt to enact 
immigration laws that should be within the jurisdiction of the federal government; and 

4. Encourages all residents of the District of Columbia to boycott business dealings with 
business entities headquartered in Arizona and travel to the State of Arizona until 
Senate Bill 1070 is repealed. 
 

ADOPTED BY THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DEMOCRATIC STATE COMMITTEE ON 
THE 6th DAY OF MAY, 2010. 


